
April 26, 2011 
Blood 
 
I knew that the mention of Blood Quantum was going to raise some hackles. It 
needs to be discussed.  
 
The best lecture on Blood Quantum as an Issue I ever heard/watched, was on 
You Tube. Floyd Westerman RedCrow gave an excellent talk on the topic. It's 
worth a watch.  
 
Blood Quantum is how government intended to do two things: Breed Indians out 
of existence, by declaring that after so many generations, mixing blood with other 
Indians as well as with Non  Indians, made a person no longer an Indian; or, by 
forcing Indians to Inbreed to the point of disability.   
 
Our lives are not created as a process of subtracting our heritage, but rather of 
adding to it. We are a collection of EVERYONE in our lives who has gone before 
us, and created offspring, who eventually created us.   
 
To start subtracting from our existence based on some government formula that 
is contrary to common sense is how we, in order to still qualify as Indian Enough, 
cut ourselves into smaller pieces.  
 
It has always been to our advantage to add to our families and even to adopt 
other people to make our families, our clans, our Tribes, bigger and stronger.  
 
That being said, we are left with the problem of limited funds coming from the 
government and too many people to fight over the scraps, losing our dignity in 
the process.  Becoming racists in the process.  
 
The problems are not issues of purity.  That is a false issue. The problems are in 
the corruption that runs so much of our lives that we can't see that we are being 
robbed, but we know we are being robbed, and we fight one another instead of 
uniting. We have forgotten how to unite. How to become more, bigger and 
stronger in numbers.  
 
We think that the fewer of us that exist and can claim Blood Quantum, the more 
of the dwindling financial resources will be ours.  It never turns out that way, 
though, does it?  
 
We need to change, entirely, how we deal with one another. We need to look more 
intelligently at what our resources are and how we can use them to our advantage 
and preserve the world, heal the world, for the Children we borrow it from.  
 
We are capable of all of that. But we have to remember who we are, and what we 
can do, as Indians, as Human Beings, as Neighbors and Nations of people just like 
us.  
 
Until we start looking in the right places, the corrupt will continue to steal from us, 
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laugh at us, while we battle one another.   
 
And as we tear one another down, trying to get more of what paltry little is put on the 
table for us by those who handed us laws that say we must subtract from our 
existence, more and more of our history, our heritage, our bloodline, we will know we 
are being robbed, but we will blame the wrong people.  
 
We need to look at ourselves and in what ways we are helping those who diminish 
us, to tear us down. We need to start working together and to build ourselves up 
again, by building up one another.  
 
The Children are taking the poison as you read this. They have no future in a 
world where all that they are is deducted from their entirety.   
 
And, as the one before you or after you is deducted from their entirety, so will you be 
deducted, erased, for the sake of purity in a line that is broken and rebroken in order 
to look straighter than it is.   
 
No natural tree or family tree grows in straight lines. That is against nature. They 
grow in shapes and curves, twists and turns, making the grain stronger, the limbs 
and branches reach farther, the roots deeper and deeper into the Mother Earth from 
which we all came into this world.  
 
Inbreeding gives straight lines that go nowhere.  They are weaker and prone to 
stupidity and violence. They lack the diversity that gives strength and resiliance. 
 
We need to start.  
 
Even with the corruption, we can begin to remember who we are, and teach that 
to our children. We can at least give them something that will ADD to them and 
make them stronger.  
 
We know they will need that strength, for we have, in our self-pity and other 
sorrows, allowed their lives to be robbed from them and from our future.  
 
It is time to begin the reconnection. Reconnecting to heritage, culture, and to who 
we are, in sum total, without deductions.  And, when we are ready, we can then 
reconnect to those around us whom we recognize as our Brothers and Sisters.  
 
That is how we survive. That is how we thrive and that is how we win.  
 
No one can come in and do this for us. This we must do on our own: For 
ourselves, our children and the children yet to come into this messed up world.  
This is OURS to do.  
 
Cry later. Work now.  
 
You know where to find me. 
 
~Cat 


